
Quintessential Wines

ALTA MALBEC
“Highlights”

2014
91 – IWSC Silver Medal, International Wine & Spirit Competition 2016

2015
93 – JAMES SUCKLING June 21, 2017
“Aromas of berries, spices, almonds and florals. Clear. Full-bodied, silky and flavorful. Very intense. 
Slightly old-school but impressive. Real deal. Drink or hold.”
90 – WINE SPECTATOR, April 30, 2018
“A plush red, with concentrated dark plum and raspberry flavors that offer creamy nuances. Asian spice 
and chocolate details show on the finish.”

2016
92 – JAMES SUCKLING, April 5, 2018
“Aromas of spices, flowers, sweet hazelnuts and vanilla. Hints of lavender, too.  Full body, round and 
velvety tannins and a pure and clear finish. Drink or hold.”
90 – VINOUS, July 2018
“…Bright medium ruby. Sweet oak complements brambly blackberry and chocolate on the nose, with a 
violet quality adding lift. Distinctly suaver and more horizontal than the Reserve bottlings, as winemaker 
Stahlschmidt carries out a less extractive fermentation for his Alta wines – “softer and longer, and more 
focused on skin flavors than seed flavors"

2018
92 – VINOUS, October 21, 2020
“A Barrancas Malbec that spent 16 months in French barrels, half of them new. Vivid purplish red in the 
glass. The nose offers aromas of candied plum, spices, fine wood and a whiff of smoke. Expansive and 
creamy on the palate, the texture is a little earthy thanks to the ripe tannins. Wood sets the tone in the 
mouth, joined by those gentle tannins. This is a chewy Malbec, well made with unprepossessing 
concentration." 
2017
92 – WINE ADVOCATE, October 31, 2019
“The 2017 Alta Malbec showed a little bit of oak intermixed with notes of ripe fruit without excess, spices 
and smoke and fresh cherries and wild berries with a herbal touch. The palate was medium-bodied with 
fine tannins and good freshness and balance. Very good despite the faint touch of oak, a lot less than in 
previous years.” 



Quintessential Wines

ALTA MALBEC
“Highlights”

2013
93 – ‘Editor’s Choice’ – WINE ENTHUSIAST, October 2017
“This ripe, charred, dark-as-night Malbec captures the lush essence of Argentina at its finest. Deep 
aromas of licorice, blackberry, coffee and toast set up a full, layered palate, with vanilla, baking spice, 
black plum and blackberry flavors. A lusty finish with licorice, mocha and tobacco notes is generous and 
dandy. Drink through 2023.
90 - WINE ADVOCATE, August 2015
“…The fruit is black rather than red and there are also some perfumed, lactic notes. The palate is medium 
to full-bodied, with sophisticated tannins and good integration of the oak. Yes, the elevage is marking 
the wine, but there’s more to it and it’s very nicely built. A winemaker’s Malbec.”


